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History of South Africa
History 310

Prof. Paul Landau

Meeting Monday and Wednesday, 2:00 to 3:15, Key 0116
Prof. Landau’s office hours are after class, Monday and Wednesday, and during the day Tuesday, esp by appt. then.

Required books: 

John A. Williams, FROM THE SOUTH AFRICAN PAST: Narratives, Documents, and Debates (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1997)
Robert Vinson, THE AMERICANS ARE COMING: DREAMS OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LIBERATION IN SEGREGATIONIST SOUTH AFRICA (Athens: Ohion Univ. Press, 2012), ppbk.
Alex Laguma, IN THE FOG OF THE SEASON’S END, a novel. Dr. Landau will sell copies of this paperback for $5.00, on a sign-up basis. It may also be found on-line, used. I may put up a badly used facsimile on ELMS.
The material in this class is organized in a manner not reflected in the terminology and narrative reconstructions of popular historical sites. I offer something else, based on my scholarship which is participating in transforming these narratives into something else. Therefore it is only fair to tell you that you will be misled and penalized if you rely on public websites or popular histories to fill in what you might miss.

*
*
*

And in addition, Other required readings which will be made available on line on Blackboard/ELMS, to be downloaded and read on computer or printed out. You must bring the week’s reading to class every day, in paper form, or you must bring a computer with you to read on-line.

These readings include Immanuel Wallerstein, Paula Dlamini, Tom Lodge, Mweli Skota, Mbulelo Mzamane, Ahmed Kathrada, Ray Alexander, and other primary and secondary sources.
In addition we will see, together, in class, four (4) films:

Have You Seen “Drum” Lately (a film by a collective about Drum magazine)
In the Time of Cannibals: Word Music of Lesotho Migrants, a film by David Coplan
A Kalahari Family, Part I, a film by John Marshall
My Own Heart of Darkness, a film by Marius van Niekirk
The class has been reorganized and refreshed since last iteration. Its basic orientation is towards political history and social history, informed by anthropology, and to an extent, political science and sociology.
A full third of the course covers the period 1960 to the present. Most class periods require common reading and question-asking which will allow a flexible give-and-take. You come in with questions to ask. This is a class with no master textbook, so there will usually be a “Today’s Main Points” single or double powerpoint slide.
I will never lecture for more than 20 minutes straight. Below, the readings, whenever they are listed, must be read before the lecture, that week.  Please do not however do the readings long in advance.

Course Requirements 2012: 

You read, and question; we talk together; I explain for short intervals.

The course aims at familiarizing you with the basic periods and players in South Africa’s political history, but also to open further avenues of inquiry and learning to you. South Africa’s history illustrates the intersection of racism and colonialism in a way starkly illuminating of the human condition. There are quiz components and essay components and participation components spanning the semester, instead of all bunched together. (See separate hand-out on grades.)

Exam make-up policy: Students who intend to miss the midterm or final exam because of unalterable plans (sports, personal/medical, international travel) should speak to the professor in advance about a make-up exam.  Students with a bona fide emergency causing them to miss an exam should contact the professor immediately.

No tape recording, or filming of the professor, or of discussions in the class, is permitted without prior permission from the professor.  This is a live-action format environment.

University Policies:

1. Students with disabilities should contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester to discuss any accommodation for this course.

2. The University has approved a Code of Academic Integrity which prohibits students from cheating on exams, plagiarizing papers, submitting the same paper for credit in two courses without authorization, buying papers, submitting fraudulent documents, and forging signatures. 

Plagiarism policy: all quotations taken from other authors, including from the Internet, must be indicated by quotation marks and referenced.  Paraphrasing must be referenced as well. The following University of Maryland Honor Pledge has been proposed by the Council and approved by the University Senate: “I pledge on my honor that I have not given or received any unauthorized assistance on this assignment/examination.” This pledge should be handwritten and signed on the front page of all papers, projects or other academic assignments submitted for evaluation in this course.

3. Religious observance: Please inform your instructor of any intended absences for religious observance in advance.

4. This syllabus may be subject to change.  Students will be notified in advance of important changes that could affect grading, assignments, etc.

Warning: Do not rely on or use or have appeal to (for “facts”) websites devoted to history or South African history, such as: http://newhistory.co.za, or www.saha.org. You will be led astray. You will also get answers wrong.
Preliminary schedule:
Week 1: Wed., Aug. 29: Syllabi and Overview of the Course.
http://www.sweetspeeches.com/s/1762-nelson-mandela-extracts-from-nelson-mandela-s-testimony-at-the-treason-trial-1956-60
http://audio.theguardian.tv/sys-audio/Guardian/audio/2007/04/20/Mandelafinal.mp3
for a few minutes to hear his voice.

Is Mandela contesting the South African state’s sovereignty in 1960? Who is he speaking to and why?
Week 2: South Africans before and after 1800
Mon., Sept. 3th: [Labor Day, no class]
Wed., Sept. 5th: The South African societies: Gatherers, hunters, herders

Read Williams, FROM THE SOUTH AFRICAN PAST (hereafter FTSAP): 

FTSAP, Pt. 1 - Sec. C - doc. 1, Spaarman, from A Voyage to the Cape of Good Hope, 1776. Come in with questions.
Slideshow: “Khoisan” and graphic traces
Week 3: The Cape Colony, the “Turmoil,” and the Great Trek

Mon., Sept. 10: The Cape Colony, to ca. 1834: the Burghers, slaves, and servants

Read for Monday’s class: Wallerstein, “Does India Exist”?
and, FTSAP, Pt. 1, Sec. A, doc. 1., van Riebeeck.

In class we will read:

Christofel Brand, “Why can’t we ...” in Course Documents (“Retief and Brand”).

FTSAP Pt. 1, Sec. B, doc. 4: A Slave is Tried . . . (Galant rebellion)
(BRING these texts to class with you, printed out legibly.)

And we will have the first Midterm Quiz of ten minutes.
Wed., Sept. 12: “Turmoil” and Trek

FTSAP, Pt 1- Sec. C- doc. 3, “An English Writer Protests,” Thomas Pringle, Narrative of a Residence in South Africa, 1835

FTSAP Pt. 2, Sec. B, doc. 2: King Shaka Converses with European Visitors
And in class:
ELMS Course Docs.: Mweli Skota’s account of Zulu king Dingane’s celebrated massacre of migrant Boers (Dutch pioneers), to be printed out. Bring this in.
Week 4: Life as a South African
Mon., Sept. 17: Paula Dlamini, woman
Read Paula Dlamini, Servant of Two Kings. Come in with a question or “expand a point” from the first twenty pages and one question from the last half of the reading. Bring to class with the reading.
Wed., Sept. 19: South African sovereignties: 1870 to 1913. Second Midterm Quiz.
Week 5: Formation of Nations: English South African, Indian South African, Basotho of Moshoeshoe
Read Dubow, from “Making of South Africa,” CHSA Vol. 2, to be put on ELMS.
Mon.: Sept. 24: India, the antipodes, England, South Africa
Course Documents marked “Indian Immigration”: in-class reading; formulate an historical hypothesis.
Wed., Sept. 26: The second dispossession
“What a historian does in practice.” In class, we will compare and analyze perspectives. The subject matter is the second dispossession of peasants.
R. W. Msimang, “Specific Cases of Evictions and Hardships,” ca. 1915 (no spaces):
http://www.history.umd.edu/Faculty/Landau/dispossespeas1913web/disposses%20peas%201913web.html
Spend fifteen minutes reading that, and 
Then, in class, on Wednesday, we will read
 Makgatho, “1913 Protest,” Course Docs. 
“We the Barolong Protest,” Course Docs. 
“Thomas Sepiton[g]’s history,” Course Docs.
   &
FTSAP, Pt. 3, Sec. C, doc. 8: “Sol. Plaatje observes . . . 1913.”’

Over the weekend please start reading, Vinson, “The Americans Are Coming.” Vinson can help shape your grasp of protest, but should not be referenced in this Midterm essay. 
Week 6: Popular Politics and Political Economy (20th c.)
We read this week:

Robert Vinson, “The Americans Are Coming!”
Mon., Oct. 1: The Early African National Congress amid other strains of protest
(Read up to the section in Vinson on Wellington Buthelezi for today. We will discuss the book up to that point.)
Wed., Oct. 3rd: 1921: Bullhoek, Wellington Buthelezi, and the White Miner’s Strike, to W.W. II
(Finish the book for today’s class, please. We will discuss it today. Prof. Landau will bring us up to WWII overall today as well.)

Week 7-8: Urban South Africa . . .
Monday, Oct. 8th: Origins of Apartheid; and Film: Have You Seen “Drum” Lately?
Read FTSAP, Pt. 4, Sec. B, doc. 5, Mr Drum Reports

Wed., Oct. 10th: Discussion of “Drum,” and a reading of a Don Mattera poem, in class. Handout.

Monday, Oct. 15th: The Defiance Campaign, the Treason Trial, the PAC, and Sharpeville

Reading: Treason Trial testimony again: http://www.sweetspeeches.com/s/1762-nelson-mandela-extracts-from-nelson-mandela-s-testimony-at-the-treason-trial-1956-60
Bring in questions. One I am thinking about: What is “treason”?
Wednesday, Oct. 17: In-class reading: Anton Lembede, “Fallacy of Non-European Unity Movement,” from Bantu World (11 Aug. 1945), from Freedom in Our Lifetime, 118–19.  Course Docs. Bring in printed out.

Third Midterm Quiz.
Week 9: Turning Point: Nelson Mandela and 1960–62 
Tom Lodge, Sharpeville, an apartheid massacre and its consequences (Oxford: OUP, 2011), 28-109.

Monday: Oct. 22: Sovereignty

Reading in class: http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/mandela.htm
Get a jump on this thru the paragraph beginning, “As I understand the state’s case, and in particular the evidence of ‘Mr. X’”, because then we switch to:

http://audio.theguardian.tv/sys-audio/Guardian/audio/2007/04/20/Mandelafinal.mp3
The actual recording of the second half of Mandela’s 1960 speech.

Wed.: Oct. 24: Action
Read on ELMS: Ahmed (Kathy) Kathrada, Memoirs; and Denis Goldberg, The Mission (from Course Docs. or hand-out). Bring into class in some form.
Bring in the book, Alex Laguma, In the Fog of the Season’s End, to class.
We begin reading this starting today in-class, and discuss the opening. We will all finish the book over the weekend.
Optional: P.S. Landau, “The ANC, MK, and the Turn toward Violence (South African Historical Journal, 2012).” Can be read on-line via the electronic portal in SAHJ.
Week 10: Praise singers and poets “in the time of the cannibals” / Bring in Laguma, In the Fog.
Monday: Oct. 29: Discussion of Laguma, “In the Fog,” and introduction for Coplan, “In the Time.”
Wednesday: Oct. 31, Halloween: Film: Coplan, “In the time of the cannibals”
Week 11: Black Consciousness, the Communist Party, and the Soweto Uprising
Mon.: Nov. 5th, in-class reading: Stephen Bantu Biko in court, from I Write What I Like, trial transcript: “What is Black Consciousness,” Course Docs. Please PRINT and BRING TO CLASS.
ELMS: Cartoon: The Story of Simon and Jane, by Hilda Bernstein. Read in advance, and bring to class.
Wed., Nov. 7th: The Soweto Uprising

Do this reading before class:

You find memorializations or media reports on the Soweto Uprising. Come in with these urls.
In-class reading: 
Mzamane, Children of Soweto, pages tba. Also available on ELMS. You must bring this into class in some form, either printed out or on your lap top.
Week 12: ANC in exile, southern Africa at war
Monday, Nov. 12: In class: Niekirk, My Heart of Darkness (film)

Wed.:  Nov. 14: The music of Amandla! http://www.flatinternational.org/assets/audio/160/trk06.mp3
and the earlier ANC compilation (Vuyusile Mini). Discussion of Niekirk.
and, preparation for Matlou; and preparation for Marshall, Kalahari.
Late-term quiz.

Week 13 -14: South African life and politics after 1984
ELMS: “My Life as a Man,” Joel Matlou short story.

Mon.: Nov. 19: Film: A Kalahari Family, part 1. You must stay late today by 50 minutes! 
Wed.: Nov. 21: Discussing Marshall, and Matlou. Alienation . . . and then:
Happy well-earned Thanksgiving!
Monday, Nov. 26:  Different forms of subordination crossed with ethnicity in South Africa.
Read: On ELMS: Isaac Niehaus on thieves and witches in the Transvaal.

On ELMS: Mark Hunter, Love in the Time of AIDS, pp. tba.
In-class: late-term essay.
Wed., Nov. 28: Political Restructuring and the 1994 elections
Reading in class tba.
Rusty Bernstein’s letter to John Saul, from 2001, republished in Liberation Light: The Roots of Recolonization in Southern Africa (2010).

In class preparatory look at Julius Malema.
Week 15: The post-apartheid order
Mon. Dec. 3: Events since 1999
Extracts from “Even if Malema goes, freedom fantasy will play on,” by Jonny Steinberg, 25 September, 2011:

http://www.timeslive.co.za/opinion/columnists/2011/09/25/even-if-malema-goes-freedom-fantasy-will-play-on
And from Achille Mbembe:
http://mg.co.za/article/2012-06-15-rule-of-property-versus-rule-of-the-poor
Wed.: Dec. 5: Politics, society, religion and art: understanding contemporary South Africa.
Monday, Dec. 10th: Review Session for Final Exam.
